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HEREFORDSHIRE COUNCIL  20TH FEBRUARY, 2009 
 
 

AGENDA 
for the Meeting of the Planning Committee 
 
To: Councillor TW Hunt (Chairman) 

Councillor RV Stockton (Vice-Chairman) 
 
 Councillors ACR Chappell, PGH Cutter, H Davies, GFM Dawe, DW Greenow, 

KS Guthrie, JW Hope MBE, B Hunt, G Lucas, RI Matthews, PM Morgan, 
JE Pemberton, AP Taylor, DC Taylor, WJ Walling, PJ Watts and JD Woodward 

 

  

  

 Pages 

  
   
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE     
   
 To receive apologies for absence.  
   
2. NAMED SUBSTITUTES (IF ANY)     
   
 To receive details any details of Members nominated to attend the meeting 

in place of a Member of the Committee. 
 

   
3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST     
   
 To receive any declarations of interest by Members in respect of items on 

the Agenda. 
 
GUIDANCE ON DECLARING PERSONAL AND PREJUDICIAL 
INTERESTS AT MEETINGS 
 
The Council’s Members’ Code of Conduct requires Councillors to declare 
against an Agenda item(s) the nature of an interest and whether the 
interest is personal or prejudicial.  Councillors have to decide first whether 
or not they have a personal interest in the matter under discussion.  They 
will then have to decide whether that personal interest is also prejudicial. 
  
A personal interest is an interest that affects the Councillor more than most 
other people in the area.  People in the area include those who live, work 
or have property in the area of the Council.  Councillors will also have a 
personal interest if their partner, relative or a close friend, or an 
organisation that they or the member works for, is affected more than other 
people in the area.  If they do have a personal interest, they must declare it 
but can stay and take part and vote in the meeting.   
 
Whether an interest is prejudicial is a matter of judgement for each 
Councillor.  What Councillors have to do is ask themselves whether a 
member of the public – if he or she knew all the facts – would think that the 
Councillor’s interest was so important that their decision would be affected 
by it.  If a Councillor has a prejudicial interest then they must declare what 
that interest is and leave the meeting room. 

 

   
4. CHAIRMAN'S ANNOUNCEMENTS     
   
 To receive any announcements from the Chairman.  
   



 
5. NORTHERN AREA PLANNING SUB-COMMITTEE   1 - 2  
   
 To receive the attached report of the Northern Area Planning Sub-

Committee meeting held on 14th January 2009. 
 

 

   
6. CENTRAL AREA PLANNING SUB-COMMITTEE   3 - 4  
   
 To receive the attached report of the Central Area Planning Sub-

Committee meeting held on 7th January and 4th February 2009. 
 

 

   
7. SOUTHERN AREA PLANNING SUB-COMMITTEE   5 - 6  
   
 To receive the attached report of the Southern Area Planning Sub-

Committee meeting held on 21st January 2009. 
 

 

   
8. DCSE2008/3035/L - PROPOSED ALTERATION OF AN EXISTING 

DOORWAY INTO A WINDOW AND THE REGULARISATION OF THE 
REMOVAL OF 2 NO. DEFECTIVE CHIMNEYS AND THE 
CONSTRUCTION OF 1 NO. CHIMNEY AT PORTLAND HOUSE, 
WHITCHURCH, ROSS-ON-WYE, HEREFORDSHIRE, HR9 6DB   

7 - 10  

   
 For:   Mr.  J.  Jarvis per  Graham Frecknell Architects, 9  Agincourt  

Street,   Monmouth,  Monmouthshire, NP5 3DZ 
 
Ward: Kerne Bridge 
 

 

   
9. DCSW2008/2735/F - THE ERECTION OF A WIND TURBINE 

INSTALLATION AND THE MOUNTING OF EIGHT P.V. ARRAY PANELS 
ON THE SCHOOL. GARWAY PRIMARY SCHOOL, GARWAY, 
HEREFORDSHIRE, HR2 8RQ   

11 - 18  

   
 For: Garway CP School, per Herefordshire Council, Property Services, 

Franklin House, 4 Commercial Road, Hereford, HR1 2BB 
 
Ward: Pontrilas 
 

 

   
10. DATE OF NEXT MEETING     
   
 13/03/09 – additional meeting to deal with referred planning 

application green-waste composting facility; office / welfare facility, 
storage building, weighbridge, hardstanding process area, car 
parking, ancillary infrastructure and landscaping at Upper House 
Farm, Moreton-on-Lugg and; 
 
03/04/09; 
 
15/05/09 

 

   
 



The Public’s Rights to Information and Attendance at 
Meetings  
 
YOU HAVE A RIGHT TO: - 
 
 

• Attend all Council, Cabinet, Committee and Sub-Committee meetings unless the 
business to be transacted would disclose ‘confidential’ or ‘exempt’ information. 

• Inspect agenda and public reports at least five clear days before the date of the 
meeting. 

• Inspect minutes of the Council and all Committees and Sub-Committees and written 
statements of decisions taken by the Cabinet or individual Cabinet Members for up to 
six years following a meeting. 

• Inspect background papers used in the preparation of public reports for a period of up 
to four years from the date of the meeting.  (A list of the background papers to a 
report is given at the end of each report).  A background paper is a document on 
which the officer has relied in writing the report and which otherwise is not available 
to the public. 

• Access to a public Register stating the names, addresses and wards of all 
Councillors with details of the membership of Cabinet and of all Committees and 
Sub-Committees. 

• Have a reasonable number of copies of agenda and reports (relating to items to be 
considered in public) made available to the public attending meetings of the Council, 
Cabinet, Committees and Sub-Committees. 

• Have access to a list specifying those powers on which the Council have delegated 
decision making to their officers identifying the officers concerned by title. 

• Copy any of the documents mentioned above to which you have a right of access, 
subject to a reasonable charge (20p per sheet subject to a maximum of £5.00 per 
agenda plus a nominal fee of £1.50 for postage). 

• Access to this summary of your rights as members of the public to attend meetings of 
the Council, Cabinet, Committees and Sub-Committees and to inspect and copy 
documents. 

 

 



 

Please Note: 

Agenda and individual reports can be made available in large 
print.  Please contact the officer named on the front cover of this 
agenda in advance of the meeting who will be pleased to deal 
with your request. 

The meeting venue is accessible for visitors in wheelchairs. 

A public telephone is available in the reception area. 
 
 
Public Transport Links 
 
 
• Public transport access can be gained to Brockington via the service runs 

approximately every half hour from the ‘Hopper’ bus station at the Tesco store in 
Bewell Street (next to the roundabout junction of Blueschool Street / Victoria Street / 
Edgar Street). 

• The nearest bus stop to Brockington is located in Old Eign Hill near to its junction 
with Hafod Road.  The return journey can be made from the same bus stop. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you have any questions about this agenda, how the Council works or would like more 
information or wish to exercise your rights to access the information described above, 
you may do so either by telephoning the officer named on the front cover of this agenda 
or by visiting in person during office hours (8.45 a.m. - 5.00 p.m. Monday - Thursday 
and 8.45 a.m. - 4.45 p.m. Friday) at the Council Offices, Brockington, 35 Hafod Road, 
Hereford. 

 



 

HEREFORDSHIRE COUNCIL 
 
 

BROCKINGTON, 35 HAFOD ROAD, HEREFORD. 
 
 
 

FIRE AND EMERGENCY EVACUATION PROCEDURE 
 
 

 

In the event of a fire or emergency the alarm bell will ring 
continuously. 

You should vacate the building in an orderly manner through the 
nearest available fire exit. 

You should then proceed to Assembly Point J which is located at 
the southern entrance to the car park.  A check will be undertaken 
to ensure that those recorded as present have vacated the 
building following which further instructions will be given. 

Please do not allow any items of clothing, etc. to obstruct any of 
the exits. 

Do not delay your vacation of the building by stopping or returning 
to collect coats or other personal belongings. 
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PLANNING COMMITTEE 20 FEBRUARY 2009 
 

REPORT OF THE NORTHERN AREA PLANNING  
SUB-COMMITTEE 

Meeting held on 14 January 2009 

 
Membership: 
 

Councillor JW Hope MBE (Chairman) 
 Councillor PJ Watts (Vice-Chairman)  

Councillors LO Barnett, WLS Bowen, ME Cooper,  
JP French, JHR Goodwin, KG Grumbley, B Hunt, RC Hunt, TW Hunt,  
TM James, P Jones CBE, R Mills, PJ McCaull, PM Morgan, RJ Phillips, A 
Seldon, RV Stockton, J Stone, JK Swinburne. 

 
 
PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 

1. The Sub-Committee has dealt with the planning applications referred to it as follows:- 
 

(a) applications deferred - 1 

(b) number of public speakers – 2 (1 objector and 1 supporter) 

 
 

PLANNING APPEALS 
 

2. The Sub-Committee received information reports about 3 appeals received, and 1 
determined, which was allowed. 

 
 
JW HOPE MBE 
CHAIRMAN 
NORTHERN AREA PLANNING SUB-COMMITTEE 
 
 
l BACKGROUND PAPERS – Agenda for meeting held on 14 January 2009. 

AGENDA ITEM 5
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PLANNING COMMITTEE 20 FEBRUARY 2009 
 
 

REPORT OF THE CENTRAL AREA PLANNING SUB-COMMITTEE 
 

Meetings held on 7 January and 4 February 2009 
 

 
Membership 
 
Councillors:  
 

JE Pemberton (Chairman) 
GA Powell (Vice-Chairman) 
 
PA Andrews, WU Attfield, DJ Benjamin, AJM Blackshaw, ACR Chappell, 
SPA Daniels, H Davies, GFM Dawe, PJ Edwards, DW Greenow, KS Guthrie, 
MAF Hubbard, TW Hunt (ex-officio), MD Lloyd-Hayes, RI Matthews, AT Oliver, 
SJ Robertson, RV Stockton (ex-officio), AP Taylor, AM Toon, NL Vaughan, 
WJ Walling, DB Wilcox and JD Woodward. 

 
 

PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 
1. The Sub-Committee has met twice since the last report and dealt with the planning 

applications referred to it as follows:- 
 

(a) applications approved, as recommended - 5 

(b) applications refused, as recommended - 1 

(c) site inspections agreed - 4 

(d) applications deferred - 4 

(e) number of public speakers - 9 (2 parish, 2 objectors, 5 supporters) 
 
 

PLANNING APPEALS 
 

2. The Sub-Committee received information reports about 2 appeals that had been 
received. 

 
 
JE PEMBERTON 
CHAIRMAN 
CENTRAL AREA PLANNING SUB-COMMITTEE 
 
 
l BACKGROUND PAPERS – Agenda for the meetings held on 7 January and 4 February 2009 
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PLANNING COMMITTEE          20 FEBRUARY 2009 
 

REPORT OF THE SOUTHERN AREA PLANNING  
SUB-COMMITTEE 

Meeting held on 21 January 2009 

 
Membership: 
 
Councillors: Councillor PGH Cutter (Chairman) 
 Councillors MJ Fishley (Vice-Chairman) 
 

CM Bartrum, H. Bramer, BA Durkin, MJ Fishley, A.E. Gray, TW Hunt (Ex-
officio), JA Hyde, JG Jarvis, G Lucas, PD Price, RH Smith, RV Stockton 
(Ex-officio), D.C. Taylor and J.B. Williams 

 
 

PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 

1. The Sub-Committee has dealt with the planning applications referred to it as follows:- 
 

(a) applications approved - 3 

(b) applications deferred pending site inspection - 2 

(c) number of public speakers - 5 (1 Parish Councillor, 1 supporter, and 3 
objectors) 

 
PLANNING APPEALS 
 

2. The Sub-Committee received information reports on 1 appeal received and 1 appeal 
determined, which was dismissed. 

 
 
 
PGH Cutter 
CHAIRMAN 
SOUTHERN AREA PLANNING SUB-COMMITTEE 
 
 
l BACKGROUND PAPERS – Agenda for the meeting on 21 January 2009. 

AGENDA ITEM 7
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  PLANNING COMMITTEE 20 FEBRUARY 2009 

Further information on the subject of this report is available from Mr. D. Thomas on 01432 261974 

   

 

 DCSE2008/3035/L - PROPOSED ALTERATION OF AN 
EXISTING DOORWAY INTO A WINDOW AND THE 
REGULARISATION OF THE REMOVAL OF 2 NO. 
DEFECTIVE CHIMNEYS AND THE CONSTRUCTION OF 
1 NO. CHIMNEY AT PORTLAND HOUSE, 
WHITCHURCH, ROSS-ON-WYE, HEREFORDSHIRE, 
HR9 6DB 
 
For:   Mr.  J.  Jarvis per  Graham Frecknell Architects, 
9  Agincourt  Street,   Monmouth,  Monmouthshire, 
NP5 3DZ 
 

 

Date Received 22 December 2008: Ward: Kerne Bridge Grid Ref: 54978, 17670 
Expiry Date: 16 February 2009   
Local Member: Councillor J Jarvis 
 
1. Site Description and Proposal 
 
1.1  Portland House, a Grade II Listed building, is an early C19 3-storey villa with stucco 

elevations under a slate roof, located in the centre of Whitchurch opposite the Crown 
Hotel.  White Roses which is linked to the application property is located to the rear. 

 
1.2  This application proposes the alteration of a door to a sash window on the rear 

elevation and retrospective consent for the demolition of 2 defective chimneys and 
construction of a chimney on the north elevation.  The removal of the defective 
chimneys was undertaken with the authorisation of the Conservation Manager in view 
of concerns regarding weather damage. 

 
2. Policies 
 
2.1 Planning Policy Statements 
 

PPS1 - Delivering Sustainable Development 
PPG15 - Planning and the Historic Environment 

 
2.2 Herefordshire Unitary Development Plan: 
 

Policy S2 - Development Requirements 
Policy S7 - Natural and Historic Heritage 
Policy DR1 - Design 
Policy HBA1 - Alterations and Extensions to Listed Buildings 
 

3. Planning History 
 
3.1  There is no relevant planning history. 
 
 
 

AGENDA ITEM 8
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  PLANNING COMMITTEE 20 FEBRUARY 2009 

Further information on the subject of this report is available from Mr. D. Thomas on 01432 261974 

   

 

4. Consultation Summary 
 

Statutory Consultations 
 

4.1  No statutory or non-statutory consultations required. 
 

Internal Council Advice 
 
4.2  Conservation Manager has no objection. 
 
5.  Representations 
 
5.1  A Heritage and Design and Access Statement has been submitted with the application: 
 

 ▪ This application can be separated into two parts; the alteration of a redundant door 
to a window and retrospective consent fro the demolition of two defective chimneys 
and the reconstruction of one chimney. 

 ▪ The door has not been in use for at least twenty years. 
 ▪ The disused door is to be replaced by a sash window that will replicate an adjacent 

sash window. 
 ▪ Once this alteration is complete the elevation will be repainted in line with the rest of 

the house. 
▪  During the heavy storms in February 2007, two chimneys were badly damaged 

causing masonry to fall.  At the time the conservation officer verbally approved the 
emergency removal of the stacks. 

 ▪ After the removal of the stacks, a single chimney was built to the north elevation; 
 ▪ The proposed changes to the door will neither detract nor improve the upon the 

accessibility to the property; and 
 ▪ The alterations will not be detrimental to the historic fabric of the building. 

 
5.2  Whitchurch Parish Council: No objection. 
 
 The full text of these letters can be inspected at Southern Planning Services, Garrick 

House, Widemarsh Street, Hereford and prior to the Sub-Committee meeting. 
 
6.  Officer’s Appraisal 
 
6.1  Policy HBA1 deals specifically with the alteration and extension of Listed buildings 

subject to the following: 
 

▪ The components which make up the special interest of the building, its features and 
setting are preserved;  

▪ all new work is in keeping with the age, style, materials, detailing and 
▪ character of the building;  
▪ extensions are subservient in scale and design and relate well to the existing 

building; and  
▪ the structural limitations of the building are respected and preserved.  

 
6.2  The proposed window that is proposed to replace a disused door in the rear elevation 

is modelled on the immediately adjacent sash window.  Details of the window joinery 
sections and glazing bars are submitted with this application.  These details show a 
window that is considered acceptable to the character of this Listed building.   
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  PLANNING COMMITTEE 20 FEBRUARY 2009 

Further information on the subject of this report is available from Mr. D. Thomas on 01432 261974 

   

 

6.3  Insofar as the removal of the chimneys are concerned, these were located on the rear 
elevation and were not prominent in the roofscape.  The replacement chimneystack is 
also on the rear elevation in a position that does not adversely affect the character of 
this Listed building.   

 
6.4  In conclusion it is considered that the proposal will preserve the character and 

appearance of this Listed building.  Accordingly, it complies with Policy HBA1 and is 
therefore supported. 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Listed Building Consent be granted subject to the following condition: 
 
1. D01 (Time limit for commencement (Listed Building Consent)). 
 

Reason: Required to be imposed by Section 18(1) of the Planning (Listed 
Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990. 

 

Informatives: 
 
1. N19 - Avoidance of doubt - Approved Plans. 
 
2. N15 - Reason(s) for the Grant of PP/LBC/CAC. 
 
 
Decision: ................................................................................................................................  
 
Notes: ....................................................................................................................................  
 
...............................................................................................................................................  
 
 
 
Background Papers 
 
Internal departmental consultation replies. 
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  PLANNING COMMITTEE 20 FEBRUARY 2009 

Further information on the subject of this report is available from Mr. D. Thomas on 01432 261974 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

This copy has been produced specifically for Planning purposes. No further copies may be made. 

  

APPLICATION NO: DCSE2008/3035/L  SCALE : 1 : 1250 
 
SITE ADDRESS : Portland House, Whitchurch, Ross-on-Wye, Herefordshire, HR9 6DB 
 
Based upon the Ordnance Survey mapping with the permission of the controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery Office, © Crown Copyright.   Unauthorised reproduction 
infringes Crown copyright and may lead to prosecution or civil proceedings.  Herefordshire Council.  Licence No: 100024168/2005 
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PLANNING COMMITTEE                                                                                       20 FEBRUARY 2009
  

Further information on the subject of this report is available from Mrs Y Coleman on 01432 383083 

   

 

 DCSW2008/2735/F - THE ERECTION OF A WIND 
TURBINE INSTALLATION AND THE MOUNTING OF 
EIGHT P.V. ARRAY PANELS ON THE SCHOOL. 
GARWAY PRIMARY SCHOOL, GARWAY, 
HEREFORDSHIRE, HR2 8RQ 
 
For: Garway CP School, per Herefordshire Council, 
Property Services, Franklin House, 4 Commercial 
Road, Hereford, HR1 2BB 
 

 

Date Received: 3rd November 2008  Ward: Pontrilas Grid Ref: 46080, 22764 

Expiry Date: 29th December 2008 
Local Member: Councillor R Smith 
 
1. Site Description and Proposal 
 
1.1  Garway Primary School is located at the western end of the smaller settlement of 

Garway on rising ground to the northern side of the minor road C1239.  Public footpath 
GW21 leaves the C1239 in a north westerly direction, approximately 3 metres from the 
southwest corner of the application site.  

 
1.2  The site comprises a range of modern single storey brick buildings with playing field to 

the north and west of the school buildings. There is a mature hedgerow to the southern 
boundary with the highway and a band of trees along the western boundary. The site is 
bordered by agricultural land to the north and west, dwellings to the east and the parish 
hall and, more dwellings to the south.  

 
1.3  The proposal seeks to erect a wind turbine (a Proven WT6000 6kw) to the 

northwestern corner of the school grounds, which is the highest point within the 
grounds. The blades will be mounted on a 15m high-galvanised steel tower with the 
three matt black blades forming a 5.5m swept area (maximum height 20.5m). A 1.8m 
high mesh fence with access gate will be erected at the base of the tower. In addition 
to the wind turbine, it is proposed to mount 8 photovoltaic arrays each measuring 1.57 
x 0.8m on the roof of the school building. 

 
2. Policies 
 
2.1 Government Guidance 
 

PPS1 - Delivering Sustainable Development 
    Planning and Climate Change, (supplementary to PPS1) 

 
PPS7 - Sustainable development in rural areas  

 
PPS22 - Renewable Energy 

Planning for Renewable Energy:  a companion guide to PPS22 
 
         PPG24 - Planning and Noise 

AGENDA ITEM 9
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PLANNING COMMITTEE                                                                                       20 FEBRUARY 2009
  

Further information on the subject of this report is available from Mrs Y Coleman on 01432 383083 

   

 

 
2.2 West Midlands Regional Spatial Strategy 

 
Policy EN1:  Energy Generation 

 
2.3 Herefordshire Unitary Development Plan 
 

Policy S1 - Sustainable Design 
Policy S2 - Development Requirements 
Policy S7 - Natural and Historic Heritage 
Policy S11 - Community Facilities and Services 
Policy DR4 - Environment 
Policy LA2 - Landscape Character and Areas Least Resilient to Change 
Policy NC1 - Biodiversity and Development 
Policy CF4 - Renewable Energy 

 
3. Planning History 
 
3.1  DCSW2008/0060/F - Installation of nursery unit/classroom on school site - Council 

Approved 26.02.2008 
 
3.2  DCSW2004/3292/F - Extension to increase size of classroom and to provide additional 

toilets, storage and staff room - Council Approved 2.11.2004 
 
3.3  DCSW2000/0979/F - Single storey extension to form new classroom - Council 

Approved 21.07.2000 
 
4. Consultation Summary 
 

Statutory Consultations 
 

4.1  No statutory or non-statutory consultations required.  
 
 Internal Council Advice 
 
4.2  The Traffic Manager has no objection to the proposal.  
 
4.3  The Public Rights of Way Manager has no objection to the proposal. 
 
4.4  The Conservation Manager has provided the following comments: - 

The applicant flew a survey balloon at the proposed position of the wind turbine on 
17th September 2008. This facilitated identification and assessment of the views of the 
proposed wind turbine from the surrounding countryside.  

 
I consider that it is unlikely that there will be any middle distance (0.5 - 2km) or long 
distance viewpoints (over 2km), of any significance. If there are any vantage points on 
Garway Hill, to the north, the wind turbine would be viewed against a backdrop of fields 
and it would appear as a very insignificant element in the wider landscape. The land 
falls away to the east, south and west, restricting views of Garway.  

 
However, whilst the adverse visual impact of the wind turbine is localised, being 
visually contained by the topography of the area, nonetheless the wind turbine would 
have a significant adverse impact on views into the site from the north and south from 
footpaths GW21, GW23 and GW6 and the C1239, beside the school. This is because 
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Further information on the subject of this report is available from Mrs Y Coleman on 01432 383083 

   

 

the upper part of the wind turbine would appear on the skyline and because it would be 
higher than any of the surrounding trees.  

 
Overall, I conclude that the wind turbine would have a moderate adverse impact on the 
landscape setting of Garway, given that the adverse impact is localised and confined to 
the western end of the village. The wind turbine will cause a degree of harm to the 
landscape and this will need to be weighed against the need for wind turbine.  

 
4.5  Head of Environmental Health & Trading Standards: Comments awaited 
 
5. Representations 
 
5.1  The Design & Access Statement submitted in support of the application provides the 

following information: 
 
  Garway Primary School is one of a number of Primary Schools in Herefordshire that 

are known as Eco-Schools. They have already been awarded two green flags for their 
work in energy reduction and at present are going for a third one.  

 
The school has an Eco-Committee consisting of children who operate under the 
guidance of the staff. The Eco-Committee has looked at how energy consumption and 
corresponding costs can be reduced and have identified both the wind turbine and the 
PV panels as a means of achieving this.  

 
Energy usage is very much part of the national curriculum in education and the school 
will use both these installations to look at changing behaviours and reducing costs. 
These wind turbines and PV array facilities will be accessible to all at the school and 
will be used as a case study for consideration at other schools.  

 
5.2  Garway Parish Council supports the application.  
 
5.3  Six letters of objection have been received from; 

Mr & Mrs D Maskell, Windy Ridge, Garway, Herefordshire, HR2 8RQ 
Mr JL Tapper, Kestrels, Garway, Herefordshire, HR2 8RQ 
Mrs A Tapper, Kestrels, Garway, Herefordshire, HR2 8RQ 
KA & KJ Jones, Valley View, Garway, Herefordshire, HR2 8RQ 
Mrs M Smith, Post Office, 1 Fairview, Garway, Herefordshire, HR2 8RG 
Mr R Tingle & Ms A Pursey, Litmarsh House, Deerhurst Drive, Hereford, HR2 7XX 

 
In which the following main points were raised:- 

   

• Noise generated by the turbine will affect the quality of life 

• The height of the turbine will make it a visible and unattractive landmark over more 
than the immediate area 

• Need to balance the insecure provision of power, which will be solely dependant on 
wind that cannot be humanly regulated, and therefore doubtful reduction in use of 
electricity, against the intrusion into the peace and beauty which makes life in 
Garway so precious 

• School may benefit in school hours but outside of school hours the residents will 
have to put up with the constant noise and eyesore 

• The amount of electricity generated does not justify the cost 

• Will create a precedent for more wind turbines in the area 
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Further information on the subject of this report is available from Mrs Y Coleman on 01432 383083 

   

 

5.4  Eleven letters of support have been received from; 
Mr A Keenan, Mount Pleasant, Garway, Herefordshire, HR2 8RQ 
J & M Howard, The Smithy, The Turning, Garway, Herefordshire, HR2 8RJ 
Mrs S Hughes, Church House, Garway, Herefordshire, HR2 8RL 
Mrs K Fowler, Myrtle Barn, Garway, Herefordshire, HR2 8RQ 
Mrs W Benjamin, 9 Fairview, Garway, Herefordshire, HR2 8RG 
Mr & Mrs R Mitchley, Gardd y Ffin, Garway, Herefordshire, HR2 8RE 
Ms S Dance, 12 Fairview, Garway, Herefordshire, HR2 8RG 
Ms C Davies, Upper Cottage, St Weonards, Hereford, HR2 86F 
Mrs P Vincent, 1 Stanley Cottages, Garway, Hereford, HR2 8RQ 
D Benjamin, 14 Fairview, Garway, Herefordshire, HR2 8RG 
Mrs Y Button - markbutton@live.co.uk 

 
In which the following main points were raised:- 

   

• Thoroughly endorse the application, although I am likely to be affected visually and 
audibly by its erection, wind turbines are the way we must go and we have plenty of 
wind in Garway. 

• The proposed technologies would enable utilities costs to be reduced to the benefit 
of the school, the community and the Council 

• Dedication to increasing awareness and understanding of future alternative energy 
systems and the need for the reduction of carbon emission at all levels of society 

• The work collecting data will bring about huge cross curriculum opportunities 

• Garway school has built up a reputation as being at the forefront of Eco awareness. 
It is one of only two schools in Herefordshire to have achieved one hundred 
percent funding to be able to install these renewable energy resources 

 
5.5  The full text of these letters can be inspected at Southern Planning Services, Garrick 

House, Widemarsh Street, Hereford and prior to the Committee meeting. 
  
6. Officer’s Appraisal 
 
6.1 The main issues for consideration are; 

• planning policies (as set out in Section 2 of this report); 

• the impact upon landscape and visual effects of the proposal; 

• the impact on neighbouring amenity; 
 
6.2 Planning Policy Statement 22: “Renewable Energy” sets out the Government’s 

objectives to cut its carbon dioxide emissions by some 60% by 2050 with real 
progress by 2020. The Government has already set a target to generate 10% of UK 
electricity from renewable energy sources by 2010. Increased development of 
renewable energy is vital to facilitating the delivery of the Government’s commitments 
on both climate change and renewable energy. It advises that Local Planning 
Authorities should adhere to the key principles in their approach to planning for 
renewable energy. 

 
6.3 Paragraph 1(vi) states, “small-scale projects can provide a limited but valuable 

contribution to overall outputs of renewable energy and to meeting energy needs 
both locally and nationally and (viii) states, “development proposals should 
demonstrate any environmental, economic and social benefits as well as how any 
environmental and social impacts have been minimised through careful consideration 
of location, scale, design and other measures”. 
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6.4 Policy CF4 of the Herefordshire Unitary Development Plan underpins the objectives 
of national policy in helping to deliver the targets and goals for renewable energy and 
climate change, which are central to achieving sustainable development, while 
continuing to protect the countryside. Paragraph 13.4.14 of the UDP explanatory text 
to the Plan emphasises that the planning system has a vital role to play in helping to 
deliver the Government’s targets and goals for renewable energy. The paragraph 
also states that when considering proposals the wider environment, economic and 
social benefits of renewable energy projects, whatever their scale, are material 
considerations.  

 
6.5 Proposals for the production of renewable energy will be permitted provided that, 

outside of nationally designated sites and areas, there would be no significant 
detrimental effect upon the character of the particular landscape qualities of that 
location and would not significantly impact upon the amenity of neighbouring 
residents, through noise, odour or electro-magnetic interference. 

 
6.6 The proposal is effectively in two parts and having regard to the less controversial 

element of the application, it is considered that the mounting of 8 photovoltaic arrays 
on the roof of the school building will not have any visual adverse effect and will 
contribute to meeting the national energy target of producing electricity from 
renewable energy.  

 
6.7 Having regard to the representations received in respect of the application it is clear 

that the wind turbine has attracted divided opinion. The supporting information 
indicates that the proposed Proven wind turbine has been sited through careful 
consideration whilst taking into account the optimum operational location. To achieve 
maximum output from a wind turbine, it is essential it is sited away from obstructions 
with clear exposure to the prevailing wind. It has been suggested that the turbine 
should be sited in closer proximity to the school buildings. However, this would 
hamper the operation of the wind turbine and reduce its efficiency and output of 
electricity. It would also bring it in closer proximity to existing dwellings, which would 
conflict with a number of concerns raised by local residents.    

 
6.8 The Conservation Manager has considered the position of the turbine within the 

landscape and in particular whether there are long or middle distance views of the 
turbine. The site is not within a nationally designated area and the wind turbine due 
to its relatively small scale, would be viewed against a backdrop of fields and it would 
appear as a very insignificant element in the wider landscape. There would however 
be localised views of the wind turbine from neighbouring properties and adjacent 
public rights of way. The visual impact of the proposal is considered to be moderately 
adverse and in this case this localised impact is considered to be outweighed by the 
aim to provide electricity from renewable energy and the benefits that result to the 
school and community in terms of reducing electricity bills and education.  In addition, 
the Public Right of Way Manager has no objection to the application and considers 
that any perceived loss of visual amenity from the footpath is not significant.  

 
6.9 The concerns of the neighbours are noted. The views of the turbine from adjacent 

properties would be partially obscured by trees and the school buildings and, it is 
considered that the visual aspect of the turbine some 128m away would be negligible 
so as not to cause harm to neighbouring amenity. 

 
6.10 With regards to noise, most of the noise associated with wind turbines comes from 

the gearbox located inside the head. The proposed wind turbine has been designed 
so that it has no gearbox; therefore there is no mechanical noise. The only noise that 
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is audible will be the sound of the blades cutting through the air. The turbine is 
designed to operate at low revs per minutes (RPM) specifically to minimise noise. 
The data submitted suggests that sound levels would be 45 decibels at a wind speed 
at 11mph. An increase in wind speed of 45mph would increase sound levels to 
around 65 decibels. It is generally recognised that the higher the wind speed, the less 
audible would be the wind turbine due to the increase in background sound of the 
wind. The sweeping sound of the three blades would be generally abated within 30 to 
40 metres of the turbine and given the land lies north of the C1239 road, the 
background noise of passing traffic and the wind, would not cause further harm in 
terms of noise levels upon the neighbouring amenity. 

 
6.11 The data submitted with the application indicates that the wind turbine will not 

interfere with electrical equipment in the area and will not produce an 
electromagnetic field.  

 
6.12  The proposal has demonstrated how environmental and social impacts have been 

minimised through careful consideration of landscape and amenity of neighbouring 
residents, as such the proposal satisfies national and local plan policies in achieving 
sustainable development whilst protecting the countryside and residential amenity 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That planning permission be granted subject to the following conditions 
 
1   A01 (Time limit for commencement (full permission) ) 
 
  Reason: Required to be imposed by Section 91 of the Town and Country 

Planning Act 1990. 
 
INFORMATIVES: 
 
1   N15 - Reason(s) for the Grant of PP/LBC/CAC 
 
2   N19 - Avoidance of doubt - Approved Plans 
 
 
Decision: ................................................................................................................................  
 
Notes: ....................................................................................................................................  
 
...............................................................................................................................................  
 
 
 
Background Papers 
 
Internal departmental consultation replies. 
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This copy has been produced specifically for Planning purposes. No further copies may be made. 

  

APPLICATION NO: DCSW2008/2735/F  SCALE : 1 : 1250 
 
SITE ADDRESS : Garway Primary School, Garway, Herefordshire, HR2 8RQ 
 
Based upon the Ordnance Survey mapping with the permission of the controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery Office, © Crown Copyright.   Unauthorised reproduction 
infringes Crown copyright and may lead to prosecution or civil proceedings.  Herefordshire Council.  Licence No: 100024168/2005 
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